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  Pearl millet (❖❖ Pennisetum glaucum (L.) R. Br.) is an important food and forage crop in Africa and 
Asia, and important forage in the Americas 
 It has great potential because of its suitability to the extreme limits of agriculture❖❖
 Defused belt stretching from Senegal to Western Sudan is the center of origin of pearl millet❖❖
  ICRISAT genebank at Patancheru, India conserves 22,211 germplasm accessions including 750 ❖❖
accessions of 24 wild species of genus Pennisetum, from 51 countries
 Of over 140 species of genus ❖❖ Pennisetum, only 24 are conserved at the ICRISAT genebank
   Small seed samples of wild accessions are available for research use under the Standard Material ❖❖
























































































  Domesticated 4000 years ago and reached Eastern Africa, then spread to India 3000 years ago ❖❖
and to southern Africa 2000 years ago
  Many wild relatives of pearl millet that have adapted to diverse climates and developed resistance ❖❖
to pests and diseases exist in nature, and are useful in pearl millet improvement
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